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Siem Reap: A 2-Day, 1-Night 
Itinerary
Siem Reap, Cambodia, is a gateway to the famous Angkor Wat temple complex and offers a 

rich tapestry of history, culture, and natural beauty. With just two days and one night, you can 

experience some of its most incredible sights and flavors. Here's a detailed itinerary to make 

the most of your short visit.

Day 1: Exploring the Temples and Local Culture

Morning: Angkor Wat at Sunrise

5:00 AM: Start your day early to catch the sunrise at Angkor Wat. This UNESCO World 
Heritage site is breathtaking at dawn, with the sun casting a golden glow over the ancient 
stones.
Tip: Hire a local guide to better understand the temple's history and intricate carvings.

Late Morning: Angkor Thom and Bayon Temple

8:00 AM: Head to Angkor Thom, the last capital of the Khmer Empire. Enter through the 
South Gate to see the Bayon Temple, famous for its 216 enigmatic smiling faces.
10:00 AM: Visit the Terrace of the Elephants and the Terrace of the Leper King for more 
impressive carvings.

Lunch: Local Khmer Cuisine

12:00 PM: Enjoy a traditional Khmer lunch at a nearby restaurant. Try dishes like amok (a 
coconut milk curry) or lok lak (stir-fried beef).



Afternoon: Ta Prohm and Banteay Kdei

1:30 PM: Explore Ta Prohm, famously featured in the “Tomb Raider” movie. The temple is 
known for its trees growing over the ruins, creating a mystical atmosphere.
3:00 PM: Visit Banteay Kdei, a less crowded temple that allows for quiet reflection and 
exploration.

Evening: Dinner and Apsara Dance

6:00 PM: Return to Siem Reap town for dinner at a restaurant offering a traditional 
Apsara dance performance. This cultural show is a beautiful depiction of Cambodian 
mythology and legends.

Day 2: Local Experiences and Relaxation

Morning: Tonle Sap Lake Excursion

7:00 AM: Take a boat tour of the floating villages on Tonle Sap Lake. Experience the 
unique lifestyle of the locals living in stilted houses.
10:00 AM: Return to Siem Reap and visit the Old Market for some souvenir shopping and 
to try local snacks.

Lunch: Relaxing Break

12:00 PM: Have lunch at a local café or restaurant, enjoying a leisurely meal before your 
afternoon activities.

Afternoon: Artisans and Museums

1:30 PM: Visit Artisans Angkor to see traditional Cambodian crafts and maybe pick up a 
few handmade souvenirs.
3:00 PM: Head to the Angkor National Museum to deepen your understanding of the 
Khmer Empire’s history and culture.

Departure

5:00 PM: Depending on your travel plans, consider a relaxing massage or spa session 
before heading to the airport or your next destination.

Travel Tips

Dress Code: While visiting temples, dress respectfully. Shoulders and knees should be 
covered.
Currency: Cambodian Riel is the local currency, but US dollars are widely accepted.
Transport: Tuk-tuks are a convenient way to get around. Arrange transportation in 
advance to avoid haggling.



This itinerary balances the must-see historical sites with a taste of local culture, ensuring a 

memorable short stay in Siem Reap. Enjoy your adventure!
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